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Dear White Rock Baptist Church Family,               June 2015 

 

Julie and I are thrilled to tell you that we are leaving Oxford during the kids’ school break to come home to White Rock. 

We cannot wait to see you! We arrive home July 17
th
 and return in late August. But we wanted to give you an update on 

our Oxford Adventures and invite you to pray with us until we can share with you face to face. See you soon! 

 

Under the bridge . . .  
Another academic year in Oxford – my second and our family’s first – has 

just passed under the bridge. It is sobering to consider that we are already 

halfway through this doctoral “season” of our lives. Here we are punting 

on the Isis River (which the Thames is called as it runs through Oxford). 

But unlike its idyllic waters, life is rushing at pace. 

 

Academically, the year was a success. The main goal was to pass what is 

called “Transfer of Status.” It is the first of two intermediary stages before 

the final submission of your thesis, where the general standard of your 

work and the viability of your particular project are independently assessed 

by two members of the faculty. Whereas many first year DPhil students are 

waiting until the Fall to apply for transfer, I managed to do it at the earliest 

possible application date and got through relatively unscathed. Whew! 

 

My research probes into what it means for us to know as human beings, 

and specifically looks at the question of how we know God by means of the 

testimony of others. The project kicks off with an exegetical chapter 

exploring the theme of witness/testimony in the Gospel according to John. 

 



The turnbull hotel 
But we have sensed the Lord’s gentle provision not only in the academics, but 

even more in the people he has brought across our path this year. We were very 

heartened by four visits as some from your midst came our way. Karlie and 

Lauren Thiessen, Bob and Donna Humphries, and John and Donna Ogilvie all 

dropped by. Though they each offered to the contrary, we implored them to stay 

with us while they visited Oxford, and they caved! Rolly and Lenore Villaruel 

were also able to stop by as they stayed with other family here. These visits 

were a huge encouragement. 

 

Though the kids do not speak of it often, their homesickness bubbles (even 

blubbers!) to the surface from time to time, and the sense of contact with 

home that these visits brought eased the sense of being away for each of us. 

The kids were deeply upset when each group of visitors left, showing just how 

much they meant. So if you are thinking of coming to the UK, consider 

getting off the train in Oxford, and forget The Randolph. Stay at The 

Turnbull! Though you may be woken at 7am by a toddler looking for a story 

and snuggle, and though the tour guide is just so-so, the hostess is tops. 

 

proverbs 31:10-11 & 25-31 
Speaking of the hostess, she has been working very hard for our family throughout this 

year of transition. Julie was able to secure a job at the Clarke’s shoe store on 

Cornmarket Street at the very heart of town. It has provided her with the perfect balance 

of flexibility and regularity, allowing her to juggle it well with her home commitments. 

If you know the Brits, you know they can be reserved at times. Also, their customer 

service is generally not as strong as what you would find in North America. So, armed 

with her zany Canadian charm, Julie gets those shoes moving out the door of Clarke’s 

like no one’s business. She is one of the most loved members of the team there. 

 

But come the Fall Anna, our youngest, will be in school Full time with Judah and 

Abigail. So Julie is considering other work options and is currently volunteering as a TA 

at our kids’ school. They asked her to do that and interviewed her along with 15 others 

for 4 TA positions. We should hear whether she got the job in the next week. So pray! 

 

Please Pray 
And please join us in praying . . .  

♦ In thanksgiving for the many gifts God is giving us on this 

Oxford Adventure: significant learning, new friends, ministry 

opportunities in our local church, and fresh trust in him. 

♦ In thanksgiving that we have been able to get our Oxford house 

covered this summer, which helps keep it safe and pay the bills. 

♦ That the Lord would guide Julie into a job for the Fall that would 

not only help provide, but also would develop his calling on her. 

♦ That my research would continue to sharpen into a well crafted 

argument that will benefit scholarship and edify the church. Pray 

that the summer is used fruitfully to develop it. 

♦ That the kids would be blessed through our trip home this summer, but also would be keen to come back to Oxford. 

♦ In thanksgiving that we have completed five academic terms in Oxford in the black – in large measure due to you and 

WRBC’s scholarship fund. Thank you! Do pray for continued financial provision for this sixth term just completed 

and next year. I can tell you it has been one of the greatest privileges of our lives to see God attend to us every month, 

often right at the last minute. Praise be to him! And thanks, grace and peace be to you. Love in the Lord Jesus, Andy. 

Be in touch! andrew.turnbull@theology.ox.ac.uk / 9 Peel Place, Oxford, UK, OX1 4UT / 44 07454 818121 / Also, look up Andrew on Facebook 


