
 

  

 

 Andy@Oxford 
     (Or the Adventures of the WRBC Mug) 

 

Dear White Rock Baptist Church Family,     November 2013 

 
It is hard to believe that I have already been in Oxford for well over a month, and will be home for Christmas break 
in just under a month. The time is flying by. I look forward to seeing you soon. But I thought it best to hit pause for 
a moment and update you on what is happening on this side of the “pond.” Julie and I cannot thank you enough for 
your support as we follow the Lord’s path for us. It has been a great adventure, one I wish you could all be here for. 
Failing that, I have my trusty WRBC mug to remind me of you . . .  
 
 

Studies 
As you might imagine, one spends a lot of time studying at 
Oxford. Here is my work station in the basement of 
Wycliffe Hall. I share this study room with three other guys, 
and would most definitely take the title for messiest desk 
(a sure sign of industrious productivity). 
 
Can you find the mug? 
 

Wycliffe hall 
Oxford University has a number of different faculties, theology being 
one of them; and is also comprised of a number of different colleges or 
halls, Wycliffe Hall being one of them. As a 
graduate student, my education here is 
delivered more by the university’s faculty of 
theology than by my hall (for 
undergraduates it is reversed). Nonetheless, 
Wycliffe has provided me with a rich 
evangelical community of friends. I feel at 
home. 
 
There is no question that I am receiving a 

world class education here. Here to the right, you see (a mini) N.T. Wright, one of the 
world’s leading New Testament scholars, broadcasting the launch of his new book from 
Wycliffe Hall’s chapel. Can you find the mug? (Hint: No mugs in chapel) 
 
 

Top Right: The blue sign is that of the Eagle and Child pub, famous for its connection to C.S. Lewis, J.R. Tolkien, Bill Clinton, and the mug. 



Getting Around (with one’s mug) 
How does one get around Oxford? The bus system is 
reliable, and runs right near my flat. But you cannot 
get the full Oxford experience without committing to 
being a bike commuter (as you can see from Wycliffe 
Hall’s bike shed). 
 
How did you get a bike Andrew? Good question. Some 
of you will remember Gerald and Glynis McAdam, a 
lovely Irish couple that dove into the heart of our 
church while Gerald was transferred to the Lower 
Mainland with Kingspan. Well they are back in 
Ireland, and Gerald had an extra bike. I don’t know 
how he fit it in the back of his car!  

 
 

Back on the pitch 
The main surprise of my first week here was that I found myself on 
the rugby pitch again after over a decade of hiatus. Wycliffe students 
can play on the sports teams of Oxford’s larger Queens College. There 
I was, minding my own business, sitting with a second year graduate 
student at Wycliffe’s welcome picnic, when all of a sudden my new 
friend sized me up and asked if I played. I said I used to play. 
 
Needless to say Sam is a persuasive chap, as I am now in the front row 
with him. We play only once a week, and our team has just finished its 
first five week season unbeaten and is advancing to the next highest 
division. I was going to title this section: things you can only get away 
with when your wife is halfway around the world, but thought better 
of it (Note: No mugs on the field. I tried). 
 

 

Please Pray 
Julie and I have been deeply moved by God’s provision and faithfulness in 
the unfolding of my journey here. Please continue to join us in his work by 
praying: 
• In thanks for how our family has been sustained through separation. 

Praise God for Skype. Literally. 
• For a schooling solution for the children to develop in Oxford. I have 

been unable to find one thus far. 
• For guidance as to when and how Julie and the kids will join me here. I 

cannot wait to see and hold them soon. 
• For doctoral applications. I am currently in the MSt program, an entry 

degree into the PhD. I already need to begin application for the 
doctorate and scholarships. 

• For the grace to maximize this opportunity: for focus, diligence, 
growth in godliness, and a church home here. 

• In praise for our partnership in the Gospel. As the back of our mug 
says: We seek to honour God as we love our neighbour and touch the 
world. 
 Be in touch! andrew.turnbull@theology.ox.ac.uk / 8 Marriott Close, Oxford, UK, OX2 8NT / 44 07454 818121 / Also, on Facebook. 


